
Dear Parents, 

We are getting ready to start the next exciting step in math for kindergartners--addition and 

subtraction.  The students will use their practiced counting abilities, knowledge of the value of 

numbers, and other work with numbers to reason about and solve addition and subtraction 

problems.   

We will start by reviewing how to decompose (break apart) and compose (put together) numbers 

to 5 to remind us how a whole can be broken into two parts and how two parts can be joined to 

make a whole.  We will model these ideas using number bonds that show a part-part-whole 

relationship: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Decomposition and composition are taught at the same time using the number bond model so 

that students begin to understand the relationship between parts and wholes before adding and 

subtracting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Once we master working with 5s, we will decompose and compose 6, 7, and 8 using the number 

bond model.  Students will work with each quantity, finding all possible number pairs using 

story situations, objects, sets,  5 + n patterns,  and numerals.  This will bring us to addition to 

totals of 6, 7, and 8 within concrete and pictorial settings.  We will write number sentences to 

develop an understanding of the addition symbol and the equal sign within each equation.   

Students will then learn subtraction within 6, 7, and 8.  These lessons build from the concrete 

level of students acting out, crossing out objects in a set, and breaking and hiding parts to more 

formal representations:  8 – 6 = 2. 

After the students are comfortable working with 6, 7, and 8, we will follow the same process 

with the numbers 9 and 10.  It is essential that students build deep understanding and skill with 

identifying the number pairs of 6 through 10 as this is foundational to Grade 1’s fluency with 

sums and differences within 10.   

 
 


